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NOV. 9. MDCLIIN, 


Salv, de Gub. 1. 3. 


Hoc enim ad crimina noftra addimus, ut cum in omni- 
bus rei fimus,etiam bonos nes (5 Sanetos credamus; 
ac fic nobis cumulentur iniquitatis offenſe, etiam 
preſumttone juſtitie. 

This alſo we adde unto our Crimes, that being 
guilry in all chings, we think our ſelves Saints 3 
and fo, by a vaine opinion of our owne righ- 
reouſneſle , encreale our iniquity; - 
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D® HAMMOND 
Of Binding and Loofing, 
Pag . 94 © 


HEY quite deforme the primitive Infti- 
rution (of Excommunication) who deny 


the Sacrament to Whole Congregations 

ar once, withour any charge laid to all 
or any part of them (ſave only that they area mixe 
Congregation, wherein there are ſome evill meng 
which yet is not legally proved neither: ) and they 
alſo who deny it ro particular men ſufficiently cate + 
; Chited, withour any publick cognizance of their 
+ Crime, or proceſſe of admonition firft and ſecond; 
or that deſigne that excluſion ro any other end, them 
ut peccantes reſpiſcant , the reducing finners to re- 
pentance: and therefore no ſmall petty trifle is a ſuf- 
ficient marter for this, but contamacious, continuing 
tn ſome ſcandalous finne after admonitions: from 
which when they returne againe by a ſtcere appro+ 
ved repentance, they are to be abfolved. 


_— 


In his Preface. 


Hat the power of Binding and Lnoſing may be 
reſtorcd to its full vigour iu thisChurch again, 
and,wherever ſobriety ſhall adviſe, by additi- 

on of of penitentiall canons be reformed or regu= 
& -2 lated; 


lated; and being putinto the primitive chanell, may 
there be permited to ſhew forth ir ſelfe in the native 
purity and brightnefle; and fo being ordered accor- 
ding 1o Gods deſignation,- obtain Gods blefling to 
make ir cffe&tuall ro irs end,ſhall bethe prayer of him 
who profeſles to love and admire the heauty of this 
fabrick | of the Church of England | even when it 
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lyes polluted in irs bloud, and to wiſh no greater 


+ 


bleſſing to its deareſt friends, or,for whom he dayly | 


prayes, moſt implacable enemics, then that the ſcales | 


may fall off from all our eyes, that we may ſee and 
value what is ſo illuſtriouſly confpicuons and eſt;- 
mable in itſelfe &c, If the abuſes and exceſſes and 


miſtakes were removed, and that which is Chriſtian | 


and Apoftolicall revived and reſtored in prudence 
and ſobriety, might yet againe ſhew the world the 
uſe of chat prelacy, which is now ſo zealoutly con- 
remned, and recover at once the order, and the cfii- 


mation of it; ſet more Saints on their knees, in pe- 


ritions for the reducing and reſtoring, then ever em- 
ployed their hands toward che ſuppreſſing of it. 
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MINISTERS 
!! HISOPPONENTS 


1 UCxeivey. 
1 

+ | abroad and (as it happens . inubes 

Nights) Victory being cry'd on both ſides, 

» Thought it reaſonable to publiſh this Account of 

it, that the impartiall Reader may judge.» Another 

+ reaſon #5,that Our (elves my brethren( this compella» 

tion you will not diſdaine for Jeſus ſake) may incold 

bloud review what hath paſſed, either I may come 

10 You, or you to me, as Truth ſball require. The 

fiſt honour is to Defend the Truth, the ſecond to 

Yeild unto it. If any of you will write , re- 

member thoſe words of the Grave Hooker © There 

*wi | come a time when three words uttered wi th 

© Charity and meekeneſſe, ſhall receive a far more 

' © þleſſed reward, then three thouſand volumes writ- 
** ten with diſdainefull ſharpneſſe of wit. 

If you pleaſe to hold an other perſonall meeting, 

it is fit vog anſwer our Arpuments againſt you con* 

cerning what you delivered at Winchcomb Nov. 


$. in diſgrace of our Miniſtry &% Pariſh-Churches: 
A3 bus 


HE report of our Diſpute being (pred 


but if yougo on decline anſwering, and are onh 
good at oppoſing, I dee not refuſe 10 appeare a! 
gaine in defence, nat only of our miniſtring the 
Sacrament, bwt of the other two Theſes , That 
ur new Charches, are not the only true 
>hurehes, And, That Chrift was cruly | 
preached before theſe late years. /pon which 
(in conformity to the old Vniverſity fafhion) I take | 
leave to adde here,not any Libell,as one of you called | 
it, Lat my jad Epigram. | 


Papiſts tooke one awiy, but you combine 
To rob the People both of Bread & Wine. 
They blame us, *cauſe we have not Rites ſo 
many; 
But you condemne as more, 'cauſe we have 


hn 2 

They will not call us Catholicks, you can 

Scarce yield us the firſt name of Chriſtian. 

Poore Engliſh Church ! thy enemies from | 

| Rome | 
Were cruell; more unkind are theſe at 

home, 


' 


Your ſervant in the | 
Oxon. Nov,16, 


1653. Truth 
Clement Barksdale, 


Diſputandi ſobrietas Eccle- 


frarum Medicina: 


ee ee ES 
 ——— 


A true Account of a Diſpute at Winch. 
combe-pariſh-Church November 9g, 
1653. Written by a carefull Obſer- 
ver November 11, and Printed with 
Licence Nozember 16. for the fatiſ(- 
fation of the People at and neere 
Winchcombe. 


Great is the Truth, and it will prevaile 


— 
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=> P ON the ninth of this November be- 
> tweeu nine and renne in the Morning. 
& Mr Barkſdale Miniſter at Sudeley the 
: P Reſpondent having waired a while for 
>) 2 the coming of the Opponents, firſt ea- 
rers Mr Helme Miniſter at Winehcombe, 
immediately after him enters Col. Aileworth Juſtice 
of Peace, Mr Tray Miniſter at Oddington, Mr (Wells 
Miniſter at Tewksbury,Mr Chaffy Miniſter at Neunton, 
and ſome other. 1. After they had taken poſſeſſion 
of the Miniſters Pue, all rogether, the Reſpondeuc. 
A 4 aſcends 


Lew [ot by PL #7 » 14444 


/ anie6h anc: 


(2) 
aſcends a Pue ex oppoſito, which he had cauſed ro he 
ereGted for the purpoſe (his friend Mr Towers Mi- 


niſter at Toddington, and fome other Orthodox Mi- © 
niſters taking up a lower ſcat next unto him on the 


cm where, firſt falling on his knees, after 
a ſhort ejaculation he ſhewes himſelfe, and ſaluted 
his Opponents, and after ſome little Pauſe the Que- 
ſtion was propoſed: Whether it be lawfull to Minijter 
and Receive the Holy Sacrament in Congregations called 
mixt ? ( Or, inour Pariſh-Churches 7) Af The prior 
Opponenr Mr #. defired ro begin with prayer. Take 


your liberty, ſaid the Refpondent, who afrer the Pre-' 


face (wherein likea good. Oraror, the Opponent 
told the people thar Truth muſt look for oppotition, 
& that the Reſpondent was a native of the *placc, & 
himſclfe a ſtranger )and rhe prayer done, ſpake thus: 
you wil now give me leave alſo to ſpeak threewords, 
1.To God, 2.To the Hearers. 3.To the Opponents, 
J. To God I make my humble addrefle, and intreat 
you to lift up your hearts with me, that he would 
be pleaſed ro open our eyes that wee may. ſee the 
Truth, to open our Hearts that we may embrace the 
Truth, and ro give us courage to confefle the 
Truth,and to hold ir faft unto the end, for Jeſus 
Chriſts ſake, to whom he glory for ever. 2. Toihe 
Hearers my earneſt defirc is, that you would lay a- 
Tide all prejudice, & partiality, and liſten to what 
ſhall he faid on either fide with filence and patience. 
And hecauſe | am a wan of a flow Tongue, of a ren- 
der Forehead, of a ſraile Memory, of a weake Judg- 
ment, | have the more cauſe ro begge of you my 
friends, yout ſecret aififtance by your mentall prayer, 
thar God would ſupport me fo farre as 1 defend his 
cauſe. For I declare in the preſence of God, the 
ſearcher of hearts, that I doe verily thinke rhat to 
be true which I wainrain, and that I am not willing- 
'lyan enemy to true Retormarion,or the _ of 
0 


OC 


(3) 
G:d in thisplace(a3 1 have been grievouſly char- 
ed: )nor am Ia friend ro any thing thar.can juſtly 
Acid Popiſh, or Antichriſtian, God knowes 1 
atreſt and abhorc it. 3. Laſtly co theſe Genrlemen 
my Opponents niy requeſt is, that yon would deal 
with mc fairely and Schollerlike. Take you your 


| turnes, and give me mine to ſpeake: come you an, 


>» 


one after one: and let me have liberry to repear , 


| rogenry, to diſtinguiſh, ro explaine whar I tay, fo 
| farre as is needfull, And ro conclude, if we cannot. 


apree in our opinions, ler us yet(l pray )be one in 
Artettion, and preſerve amongſt us that Chrittian 


| peace and Charity which is the marke and the ho- 


nour of the Diſciples of our gracious Lo.d and Ma» 


ter. 


The Reſpondent in one of his papers afore this 
exerciſe had called the publik Meeting place( as they 
term ir ) the Houle of God. But one of the Oppon« nts 
Mr 4. put forward & omirting the Queſtion began 
in a light velitation abour cthatAppellation after this 


- WAanner. 


W. The Houſe of God, it is Superſtition to callthe 
place (o, 
* B. 1 deny that propoſition, prove.it. 

W. The People of Ged ave alone his Houſe: God 


dwells in the Hearts of his Saints, 


B. I Anſwer, the Houſe of God, is eirher the 
Spirituall #cuſe, or the Materiall Houſe. The Hearts 


. of his Fle& People are the Spiritvall Houle where- 


in it pleaſeth God to dwell and refide. This place 


- built by our pious Anceſtors and ſeparated from o- 


ther uſes ro his Honour and Service, may without 


: Offence be called his Mareriall Houſe. 


K 


W. This Houſe was not built for the Honour and 
Srrvice of Ged. | 
B. | expe your proofe of that Propotirion. 
W.Thus; The Houſe built in the yeigne of Popery,end 

or 


(4) 


for the Honour and Adoration of Saints, was not built 
for the bongur oF Service of God.But,this Houſe was built 


7m the reigne of Popery , and for the Honour & Adorat”* N 
on of Sanits, Therefore this Houſe was not built fir| * 


the Honour &y Service of God. 

B. I repeate, The Houſe built Ec. And Ianiſwer 
to the major by diſtinguiſhing of the end for which 
the Houſe was built. The End is either principall, or 
leſſe principall. This Houſe was built for che Honour 
and ſcrvice of God, as the principal/ End: it was built 
for the Honour and Adoration of Saints as the eſſe 
principall End. In the Reformation of Religion our 
Church reteined the firſt End, and reQifyed the (e- 
cond, Honouring the Saints with a prous Memory, not 
Adoring them with divine Worſhip. Heare the Church , 
her ſ(clfe ſpeake in her excellent Liturgy. 

W.&H. Awaywithit, we will heare none of your 
Liturgy and old Formes. 

B. Bu&I muſt cleare the Church from all ſuf- 
picion of Adoring tiie Saints, and make the Truth 
evident out of the Colle& for All-Saints day, and 
"tis worthy to be heard of All: © Almighty God 
« which haſt knir together thy; ele& in one Com- 
« munion and fellowſhip, in the myſticall body of 
«* thy Sonne Jefus Chriſt our Lord:grant us grace ſo 
« to follow thy holy Saints in all verruous & Godly 
« living, that we may come to thoſe unſpeakable 
« joyes which thou haſt prepared for them thar un- 
«* fainedly love thee through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
Amen. | beſeech yon All cotake notice that our 
Church is free from that ſuperſtition or whatever it 
becalled, wherewith the Church of Rome is juſtly 
charged. The Saints are in our Prayers for imitation, 
not for adoration. Our Houlſcs therefore being truly 
builr at firſt for God's Service, & now uſed by us for 
the right cnd:the ſetting apart of ſach places «for di- 
vincWorſhip,makes them re/atively holy,& givesGod 

. 


ul 
wilt | 
tr Y W. Tour owne Houſe may be as well uſed ſo, and 


for 


(5) 
a peculiar Title to them: and he ownes them for his ; 
« My Houſe ſhall be called a Houle of prayer. 


called Go.s Houle, and a holy place. , 

B. No, Though God may be ſerved in every 
place, and | ſerve him dayly in my owne houſe, yet 
the publique place ſeparated tor his ſervice, 1 fay, be- 
comes his by a peculiar right. All the world 1s his, 
bur our Churches are his roa fingular and holy pur» 
poſe, by a ſingular dedication. As he hath his Day, 
fo alſo a place for his Worſhip, both Holy. © Keepe 


*yee my Sabbath and reverence my Santuary. For 


your fariſfattion ſee Mr Mede's Divine Treatiſe upon 

Hallowed be thy name, and his letter ro D. Twiſſe. 
Now let us Hoc agerc, and come to the bufineile of 
the day. 

H. To the Queſtion of the day, my firſt Argument is 
this: That it is not, lawfall to adminiſter the Sacrament 
in your Pariſh-Churches, thus I prove: If you have not a 
true calling in yourChnrch of England,then it is not law- 
full for you to adminiſter the Sacrament in your Pariſh - 
Churches; But you have not a true Calling in your Church 
of England, Therefore it is not lawfull for you to miniſier 
the Sacrament in your pariſh-Churches. 

- B. TI repeat, If we have not gyc. 1 deny your mi- 
nor, and affrine, we have a true calling in our 
Church of England, 

H, If in your callmg by the Biſhops you are engaged to 
ſuperſtitious and unlawfull prafiices, then your ealling in 
the Church of England is not a we Calling: but in your 
calling by the Biſh-ps you are engaged to ſuperſtitions and 
unlawfull praftices, therefore your Calling in the Church 
of England is not a true Calling, 

B* I deny your minor and affirme, we arenoc 
engaged to any ſuperſtitious& unlawfull prattices in 
our Calling by the Biſhops. 

' H, Thekeegping of Holydaies | I doe not meane _ 

a 


(6) 


dayes upon vecaſion, as our Thanksgiving dayesbut your ſet 


praetice: But in your Calling by the Biſhops you are ingagea 
to the keeping of Holy dayes: Therefore in the Calling by 
the Biſhops you are ingaged to unlawjull pradfices. 

B. I deny your major and athrme, that the kee- 
ping of our holydayes is nor an unlaw full practice. 

H. A prattice againſt Gods command is an nnlawfull 
pradrice: But your prattice is againſtGods command: There- 
fore your pradtice is an unlawſull praftice, 

- Not againſt God's command; how prove you 
that ? 

H. My text s in 20 of Exod. where you ſhall find it a 
part of the 4. Commandement, fix dayes ſhalt thou labour 
and doall that thou haſt to do: Therefrre, it is a- 
gainſt Gods command to keepe any one of the ſix dayes 
hely. 

H. 1 anſwer two wayes, 1. By retortion. 2. By in- 


terpretation. 1. By retortion I ſay your Arguinent | 


rebounds npon your ſelfe, & condemnes your owne 
pra@icez, & thatText in your ſence,that we are com- 
wanded to labour fx dayes, takes away as 
well occaſionall holydayes as ſet and recurrent. For 
our Thanksgiving dayes are not dayes of labour. 
>: By int erpretation, the words you urge are not pre- 
ceptive but permiſſive. God requires one day in ſeven, 


and allowes vs f1x, not denying us the liberty , if we - 


be ſo devour.as ro conlecrare ſome part of them alſo 
to his publicke Service. The Jewes had among their 
holydayes the feaſt of Dedication.of humane Inſti- 
tution, which yet we read that Chriſt himſclfe ob- 
ſerved. 

H: Worſhip not in ſtitutcd by God is unlawfull (Wore 
ſhip: But your Holydays are a Worſhip not inſtituted by God, 
but by humane authority; therefore your holydayes are an 
unlawfull Worſhip. | 

B. Ianſwer to the minor, and fay, that our ho- 
lydayes 


| 
hoſydayes | the keeping of your holydayes is an unlawfull, 
4 


- 


| 
c 
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| 
| (7) 
t | lydayeSare not the Werſbip it ſelfe, but a rircumfance 
Ls! of the Worſhip: and circumſtances of Gods Wor- 
4 , «ſhip may be ordained lawfully by men. | 
y | MH. Well, your calling by the Biſhops ( however) 1s not 
lawfull, and thus 1 prove it. If the Scripture allowes of no 
2 Dioceſan Biſhops, then your calling by the Biſhops 1s not 
lawfull, But the Scripture allowes of no Dioceſan Biſhops 
[ ' ThereforeQoc. 
; B. 1 deny your minor and affirme, the Scriprure, 
does allow o Dioceſan Biſhops. 
H. There is not ſo much as the name of a Dioceſan Bi- 
ſhop in all the Scripture. 
B. Burt there is more then the Name; there is the 
' Thing, there is the Office. The word Trinity is not in 
* the Scripture, yet we Believe the Trinity. 
H. Where doth the Scripture ſkew us any ſuch office? 
bring forth your proofe of it. 6 
B. 'Tis my part to anſwer your proofs. Now you 
put on the Reſpondent che part ofan Opponent. Ler 
them that have been bred in the Schouls judge whe- 
| ther you do like a fair Diſputanr. 
| H. OurDiſpute is not an Univerſity Diſpute,but for the 
clearing of the truth to ſome Godly People. 
B. Do you think, the Univerſity Diſputatjons 
(which are the beſt in the world) are nor for the 
| clearing of che Truth ? Bur what ſaith Mr Tr. ſhall I 
' _ - Propoſe my Arguinent, ro prove Dioceſan Biſhops by 
the Scripture? 

Tr. Zou have liberty ts propoſe your Argument, and 
ſhew in what part of Scripture you can find the Office of 
any Dioceſan Biſhop, ; 

B. 1 alleage principally the Epiſtles of S. Paul to 
Timothy & Titus,&particularly Tit. 1. 5. For this cauſe 

| ** lefr I thee in Creet,that thou ſhouldſt ſer in order 
* the things that are wantipg,& ordaine elders in e- 
** very City, as i have appointed thee. Our of which 


TextI will proye that Titus was a Biſhop and _ 
is 


(8) | 
his Dioceſe, and therfore here we have fonnd the © 


Dioceſan Biſhop. But before I proceed ler me askes, & 
you, Gentlemen, do you not put me upon this te, | 


enſnare me ? Do you mean no harme to me ? | B 
n Tr. No 1 aſſure you; wherefore in Gods name ſpeake he 
eely. 


B. I humbly thanke you: but firſt Jet me open- no 
ly declare before all rhis Affembly, that IFhave no th 
mind to oppoſe any att of State, nor will | meddle te 
at all with the Lands and Lord{bips of Biſhops: only fe 
1plcad for the Order and Fun#ion of Biſhops: I plead Dy 
for the priwitive Apoſtolicall Biſhop and no other. 

And that this Text is for me, thus I prove: He that ' n« 

hath a power to ordaine Elders, and fet things in or- yo! 

der in the Church is a Biſhop: But Titus hatha n« 

power to ordaine Elders and to fer things in order 

In a Church; Therefore Titus is a Biſhop. W 
He. But y'u muſtprove him to be a Dioceſan Bis of 


Op. : 
B. So I do.Creet was his Diocete,the whole Iland ar 
was committed to his Goverment, Dioceſe, my @d: 
friends is a Greeke word (amd Ts $rorxeiy fo order is 


and adminiſter the affaires of Gods Houſe) ſignify- th 
Ing the teritory or circuit of a Biſhop. So Creet may 
be well called theDioceſe of BiſhopTitus,having un- © 
der his infpc&ion (as tis plaine) the Elders of the 


Cicics there, Ne 
W. The Cities were not under Titus bis Goverment, Þ) 
he was not a Ruler of the and. m 
B. He was Ruler of all the Chriſtians (I meane 
only them ) through all the Cities and Country. ot, 


Tr, But Titus was an Enangelift; Thereſore no Bi- 


þ. 
B. T deny the Conſequence: He was an Evange- ®! 
kf, while he went about Preaching and Planting c| 
+ the Goſpell: And he was the Biſhop of Creet when 
he was fixed thereby ©* Paul to Ordaine —_ 
an 


| 


X 
Co 
'Y 


(9) 


«and put in order the things that were watt» 
, (108. 

a. We find Titus in other places befide Creet: and 
Br/hops of thoſe times were not non-refidents: Therefore 
he was not Biſhop of Creer. : 

B. Biſhops may lawfully be (and were anciently} 
non-rcfident tor ſome rime: to wit, while they attend 
the bufines of Religion abroad,f procured the grea* 
ter good of the Church: In which time of their ab- 
ſence their places are ſupplyed ar home by their 
Deputzes. 

Tr. But Sr, I pray, confider Titus was an extraordi- 
nary Governor, and therefore no Dioceſan Biſhop. And 
you diſpute fallaciouſly, unleſſe you put in the word Ordi- 
nary. 

4 I fay hewas a Dioceſan Biſhop, or (if you 
will rather an Arcbbiſhop,For I conceive the Elders 
of every City to have been Biſhops & overſeers of (e- 
verall Miniſters & Congregations: therefore he was 
an ordinary Governour. Thus I argue: He that or- 
daines Elders and orders the things ia the Churches 
isan Ordinary: Bnt 7Titys ordaines Elders & orders 
things in the Churches:therforeTitwus is an Ordinary. 

Tr. But 1 meane he was called to that office in an 
extraordinary manuer. 

B. No neither. He was called in the fame man* 
ner as Timet hyand others, by Impoſition of the preſ- 
bytery: Therefore He was called in an Ordinary 
manner. : 

Col. A. Timothy was called ( ſaith Paul in an- 
other place) by the laying on of his hands. > 

B. Noble Sir: you ſay very true: and the places 
are eaſily reconciled thus: Divers Elders laid hands 
— among whom S, Pau! probably was 
chiefe, 

He And was Paul too a Dioceſan Biſhop? 

B. The Apoſtles common Dioceſe was the mm 

wor 


(10) 


wotld, which by agrcement they divided among F 


them: and S. Payl was eſpecta/ly the Apoſtle oft l 
Gentiles. But in the Apoſtles | grant ſomethings ar; d: 
extranrdinary. c 
Tr. Pray, make it out clearely that Tirus his caſe is} # 
not extraordinary otherwiſe you diſpute fallaciouſly. p 
B. Truth needs no fophittry. Thus | make ir | 
out, The office that is to continue in the Church, i * 
and t0 be ſucceeded in through following ages, is | 
no extraordinary office: But this office of Titus is ; 
tuch: Therefore &c. £1 
H. What is it to continue to the worlds end ? 64 


B. Yes, tothe worlds end. For it is Chriſts Pro- | 
miſ.-; *- 1 am with you alway even to the end of | 
* the world. Mat. ult. uſt. What fay you to my argu- | 
ment ? Ordination and Juriſdiction are Ofhces or 
Powers needfullto the Church in all Ages: This O - 
ficc or Power of Titus was Ordinaticon and Iurifhi- | 
Rion: Therfore this Office of Ting is needfuſl ro the! 
Church in all Ages: and therefore no extraordinary 
Office. And my Brethren, I would have you know, 
we are able to ſhew our of rhe beſt Records and Mo- 
numents of che Ancient Church, that there was 4 
ſucceſſion ro the Apoſtoulicall Biſhops in theſe parts 
of their Office: And the Catalogues of ſucceeding Bi- 
ſhops in ſeverall Apoſtolicall Secs are yer extant: 
And the Fathers & Councells & Fcclefiaſtiall Hiſto- 
ries come in here with undeniable evid-cnce, that 
Dicceſan Biſhops are *juccclors of the Apoſtles int 
the Government of Churches 

H, See, godly Brethren, the ſubiilty of this man: * 
He will not contatne himſelfe within the Fly Scripture 
but tells ws of Fathers and Eccleſiaſticall Stories, and 
humane Authoritres. 

B. Who ſucceeded in the government of Chur- 
ches after the Apoſtles, we muſt learne cur of the 
writings of the next Ages. And'I tex you not only 

” Fathers. 


AY _—_— —— _— _ E— [ W—_ 
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Fathers and Church-ſtory , but all other good 
learning is requiſite in a compleat Divine. Mark 
his, you bold unlcarned new-ſpeakers and ecxpoun- 
ders of Scripure. Mark it and remember ir well. 
And for che queſtion of Church. government eſpeci- 
ally, ir is impotlible to find a herrer way to under- 
ſtand the Scripture, then by the praiſe of the primi- 
tive times of the Chriſtian Church. 

H. Expound Scripture by the praflice of the primitive 
Church 2 Do ye heare him brethren? as if Scripture nee- 
ded the help of the Church. We thought we ſhould finde 
him enclining to Popery. 

B- I deteſt all Popery, charge me not ſo ignorant- 
ly. Upon my life 1 will make it good by the judg- 
ment of the moſt learned and found Proteſtants that 
the praiſe of rhe primitive Church is a grear light 
to ſcripture. But this requires the ſearching of Books 
which at your leaſure I ſhould be glad to ſhew 
you. 

W. Proteftints ! Whom do you mean by Prote- 
ftants. 

B. TI meane thoſe that proteſt againſt the 
Errours and Innovations of the Roman Church in 
latter times,and endae vour to reform Religion ac- 
cording to tne Scripture and the primitive pat- 
rerne, 

H. You ſee he takes in the prafice of the primtive 
Church againe. 

B. Idoand muſt: and thus I argue : That Go- 
vernment which in the primitive Ages took place 
in the Churches planced by the Apoſtles, is the A- 
poſtolicall and Scripture Government. But the Go- 
vernment of Dioceſan Biſhops took place in the 
Churches planted by the Apoſtles : Therefore the 
Goverument of the dioceſan Biſhops is the Apoſtoli- 
eall and Scripture Goyernment, Now let me {ce 
Who will anſwer me- 
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W. Antichriff, Antichriſt was working betimes. 

B, Whetherir be Antichriſtianifme to eſtabliſh,or to Vs 
overthrow the FunRicn of Biſhops, ler all conſide-f 
ring men judge by the Premifes. a 

W- But why do you take in anything elſe with 
Scripturc, as if that alone were not ſufficient for us ? | 
H. Tea Scripture, Scripture, we are contented with 
Scripture. 

B. Give me leave to cxplain my elle ro All, 
and I entreat you, Hearken, The Scriptures perfecti. 
on | do thankfully acknowledge : but the things 
eonteined in the ſcripture are ſome of them contei- 
ned in icplainly and expreſsly, to be apprehended by 
every Reader: other things are conreined there im- 
plicitely , virtually , and ſo as there 1s need of many '' 
helps to make our deduttions thence. And for the 
Scripture-government 1 know no better light co 
ſhew ir then the praftice of the Ancient Church. 

I argue thus: They that have commeuded to us the 
very books of Scripture are fitteſt ro give us the 
ſenſe of them, eſpecially in point of Govetnment: 
But the Ancient Church hath commanded to us the 
very books of Scripture: Therefore the Ancient 
Church is firteſt to give us the ſenſe &c, And I pray 
M. W. how will you prove that the Scripture is the 


word of God / ; 
W. I know it by the Teſiimony of the Holy Spirit in 
_ me. 


B. -But how will you convince another that will 
not believe your Spirit, that the Scriprure is divine 
Here you may make very good ufe of the Teſtimony 
of the next Ages,that received it from the Apoſtles 
and gave ir down to their Followers- 

W. & H. Popery, to depend upon the Teſhumony of 
the Church. 

To. Since you are many at once upon one (which 
is not fair) give me leave to put in {omertimes ” = 

altc 


(13) 
o halfe. and for the caſe of the Reſpondent. We fay,we 
# *,depend upon the teſtimony of che Ancient Church, 
&, »porof the now Roman Church. The Roman Church 
154 very corrupt Church, the Primitive times were 
P  farremore pure. 
"y W. What doe y'u talk of Purity after the Apoſtles 
times?Did not many Hereſtes creep in? 
To. By this Argament you will condemne the 
Apoſtles times alfo: for even then were not want- 


'* ing Schiſmesand Hereſies, 

S B. Will you leave thisas itis, and proceed to. 
[- ſome farther Argument, and come cloſe to the buſi- 
y neſſe of rhe Sacrament. I fay, ir is lawſull for me ro 


y Miniſter rhe Sacrament in the Congregation at Sude- 
ley 


a H. Thus I proceed to ſhew, that your calling is null: 
, there fore you cannot Miniſter. Miniſters that Prophane 
4 the ho'y things of the Lord, their calling is null; But ma- 
: ny Pariſh Miniſters prophane the holy things of the Lord: 
: Therefore their Calling 1s null. 

; B. Yeu ſhould lay Al! Pariſh Miniſters : for you 
: hold it is nor lawfull to Minitter in any mixer Con- 
6 gregarion: and ſuch you ſay are all Pariſh Churches. 
q But ſay neither A1/, nor Many, but apply the Minor 


ro mee, whom you have publikely in your Sermons 
condemned (before you uſed the Chriſtian waies of 
, more privare Admoniticn:) and then [ deny both 
| your premiſes, bo th Major and Minor, both are falſe 
and Scandalous. Neither doth the prophaning of 
Holy things null the Miniſters calling : nor have I 
-  profaned the Holy things in the faid Minitſtery.t 
| H. Firſt then I prove the major fully : you tha hav 
Bibles, Brethren, pray turne to the places. Exek. 22. 26, 
& 44.13. 
B. What prove you thence? _ 
H, That prophaning the Holy things nulls the Prieft- 
B 2 hood. 
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_ for they ſhall be no Prieſts unto mee , ſaith the | 
Lord. S. 

B. Ianſwer to the Text, by diſtinguiſhing be. ny 
rween the Order of a Prieſt, and the Office of a Prieſt. | 
They ſhall be no Prieſts unto mee: here is a ſuſpenſi- | 
on from the Office and work of the Prieſts, no nal- 
ling of the Prieſthood it ſelfe. 

W. Then 16 ſeems by you, Ticy were Prieſts and no 
Prieſts. God ſaith, They ſhall not; you ſay, they jt all re- 
maine Prieſts. 

To. He hath ſhewed you how, They were Prieſts 
and no Prieſts in diverſe reſpe&ts: They were ſtill of 
the order and race of Prieſts: they were not to offici- 
ate any more 1n che Prieſtly office. God would nor 
accept them, he fairh, They ſhall be no Prieſts unto me. 
Yer who knoweth but upon their repentance God 
might readmit chem , not by a new Conſecration, 
bur by Abſolution. And fo Miniſters, when they are 
reſtored after ſuſpenſ1on, are not new Ordained , but 
onlv the Cenſures taken off. 

Tr. Wellyou grant at laſt a removall and ſuſpenſion 
from the office, though the calling be not nulled: And fo 
you will confeſſe you deſerve to be removed from officia- 
ting, if you profane the Holy Things of the Lord: 

B. 1 will grant, chata Miniſter, if he be ſo pro- 
phane, ought nor to officiate : hut I think the pro- 
ceedings againſt a Miniſter muſt be tender and wa- 
ry: Receive nit an accuſation againſt an Elder without 
two or three witneſſes. Conviction muſt goe before 
Cenſure,and upon Repen:ance reſtoration followes, 
And | refuſe nor to he lo dealt with. 

Tr . Proceed therefore and prove your minor , that he 
doth prophane the holy things of the Lord. 

H. They that adminiſter the Sacrament promiſcuouſly 


ro All, doe prophane But you ſo adminiſter : There- 
fore (vc. 
B. Your minor's falſe and Scandalous. The con- 


gregation 
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the * gregation of my hearers, I will confeſle, is mixt: nor 
# ſo the company of my Communicants. Underſtand 
de; , "«gyhat my prattice is, After divers preparations, 
: when the Sacrament is to be adminiſtred , 1 pro- 
M1-* claime, All that are not prepared Depart , Tou that are 
ul- prepared, Stay. Theſe, after the departure of the reſt, 
[ look upon as prepared in ſome meaſure , and fol 

n gue cn. 


'C « H. If you dre adminiſter the Sacrament to the unre- 
generate — 

ſts Tr. No,no, ſay thus —— to the ignorant and Pro- 

of phane. 

le H. You miniſter the Holy Sacrament to the ignorant 

ot and prophane. 

e, ' B. Youdowell to prompt one another. Prove 


d it. Or, if you pleaſe, | anſwer, perſons way be igno- 
n, Trantand prophant, either inthe eye of God, that 
re ſearcheth the ſecrets of the heart: or in the eye of the 
Ut Church, that looks upon the outward appearance.-In 

the former ſence ſome of us may be ſuch, we are not 
L ſoin the latter. 


8 Tr. Pray Mr PB. let me aske you, Doe you know eve- 
[- ry one that you miniſter the Sacrament to? 

B. 1 will give you an ingenuous anſwer: I doe got 
- know every one. 
ſ- Tr. 0h | how can you juſtify your ſelfe in this? 
jo W. Why here's a confeſſion of the fault we lay to your 
t. charge: you give ths Sacrament you know not to whom? 
e We have done now. 


H. Wethankthe Lord, Brethren, that the good work, 
- Ts ſo happily brought to a concluſion this day. Tou heare 
: what Fe confeſſeth, he doth not know ſome of them, who 
they are,and yet he ſhould know them to be viſible Saints. 

A good ſhepheard knowes his flock, 
B. Hold alittle, my Maſters , and cake me with 
you. Have patience while I give in my Anſwer. 1 


doe not know them, and yet I due know them. I 
B 3 know 
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know them not, ſome of chem, by name, I hae no ' 


familiar acquainrance with them , I doe not knows Þ: 


them in civil relations: but I doe know them , and 
owne them in a religious relation. I know no hurt 
by them. 

Tr. You know no hurt by them, Alas, alas, prore crea- 
tures / 

B. Heare me out. I doe not only know no hurt 
by them, bur I know much good by them, their viſt- 
bleand chcerefull profeſſion of the rrue Chriſtian 
Faith; their reverent behaviour at their Prayers, 
their humble Confellion of Sinnes, earneſt delires of 
pardon, hearty promiſes of new obedience. An ap- 
pearance of Faith and Repentance, jovned with Cha- 
rity and thankefulncſſe ſatisfies me very well for the 
time, till I find they doe deceive me, 

H. You are decerved with too good an opinion of them. 


Tf I durſt, I could ſay ſomewhat againſt ſome particua ' 


lars. 

B. God forbid you ſhould have hurt for telling a- 
ny one a neceſſary truth. For my part, I think and 
hope the beſt of all, chat promiſe faire, I judge ac- 
cording to charity. I know one may act the Saint to 
day, and the Devil to morrow. Let me tell you, 'tis 
the judgement of our Church, after the Fathers, that 
Chriſt delivered the Sacrament to Judas alſo , who 
went out immediately after ro herray himz and, be- 
fore that,was diſcovered by his Maſter to be aDevill. 
You will not grant this: however, you know Peter 
himſclfe, that was fo zealous, upon rriall, the very 
next day denied his Maſter , yea denied him- with 
curſing and ſwearing. All the reft forlook him and fled. 
Their firength was little and their knowledge was 
lefle: witneſle the Diſciples going ro Emaus , fooles 
and ſlow of heart , and the queſtion propoſed abour 
the Kingdome, As 1. Whar is the loweſt meaſure of 


grace I will not determine, Where I ſee any hopes or 
weake 


4 
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weake beginnings of Chriſtianity , I embrace and 


ows ». cheriſh them. In the School of Chriſt there be many 
ad, | *«,litrle ones, that muſt be gently uicd ; and there be 


Ure 


eq- 


ome great ones, that muſt not be offended, bur upon 

great reaſons, Why ſhould I not think better of 0- 
thers then my ſelfe, when the B. Apoſtle calls him 
ſelfe the chiefeſt of ſinners, and leſle then the leaſt of 
Saints. He that hath beams to caſt out of his own 
eve, muſt not be picking mores out of his Brothers 
eye. Tis true the Brother muſt be admoniſhed, elpe- 
cially by the Miniſter : bur this muſt be done dif- 
crectly and orderly, and with mcekneſle of ſpirir.He 
thar obeys one, ora few , ſcapes the cenſure of the 
Many: and may not be reckoned as an alien. None 15 
ſo, bur he thar proves obſtinate after the methods of 
Counſell and Reproofe. And verily, Mr H. it had 
been a good method for you, ro have admoniſhrt me 
and the reſt of the congregation , whom you are of- 
fended with, and to have received our Anſwer, be- 
fore you condemnd us in your Pulpit. And that An- 
ſwer will ſerve now : In what we have offended 
God, we aske his pardon : In what we have offen. 
ded you, we will give you fatisfattion. Thus doing, 
we ſhall not be excluded from Communion by any 
Juſt ſentence. 

H. You have ſome that might be named, that both be- 
ek and af. er the Communion, have ſhewed themſelves no 
over men. 

B. That may be, and I ſhall defire tobe informed 
of chem, that I may labour ro reforme them, or ex- 
clude them if they be proved open and notorious e- 
vill livers. And I doe ofren commend and endea- 
vour to bring into hetter practice, che Duty of tra- 
rernall Admonition and Correption, which is now 
the more neceſſary, becauſe we want publique Dit- 
Cipline | ſee D. Hammond of Fraternall Admonicion } 
Haying declared my (clfe thus, I muſt conclude your 

B 4 Argument 
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Argument againſt my Communicants, till you prove 
your Accuſfation herrer, to be only an Argument of 
your own uncharitablenefle. 

H. I cannot yet allow of your Call to Miniſter: For 


Miniſters truly called are appointed and ordained * 


by the Godly people : But you are not ſo appointed: 
Therefore ——— 

B. You will, I hope, hereafter allow me equall 
liberty to oppoſe your Orders. I have mine from a 
Biſhop aſſiſted by his Presbyters, according to Apo- 
ſtolicall /nſtirution, and che conſtant prattice of the 
Church. The People cannot conferre on us our 
power: They may approve and aſlent to our Calling, 
and give teſtimony of our good converſation , and 
receive us when weare ſent unto them, [ am owned 
as a Rector of the People to whom [I Miniſter. 

W. We are ſervants of Gods people. Paul, I am ſure, 
ſaith ſo of himſelfe. 

B. He faith ſo, and fo doe 1, their ſervant for Ieſus 
ſake. L-t them acknowledge us their ſpirituall Ru- 
fers and Fathers in Chriſt, and we will in all humble 
condeicenſion, be their Servants for Jeſus ſake. Jeſus 
himſclfe, oor Lord and Maſter, ſtiles himſelfe a Mi- 
niſter or Servant of his Servants: and he hath ſaid,He 
that will be greateſt among you, let him be Servant 
of all. 'Tis eaſy ro diſtinguiſh between a ſervant by 
voluntary condeſcenſjon,and a ſervant by neceſſary ſub- 
Jecrion. 

Tr. You ſaid before, that in caſe of prophaning the ho- 
ly things, you would confeſſe a Miniſter deſerves ſuſpenſi- 
en. Who ſhall ſuſpend him, but the Congregation? What 
other pawer u there ? 

B. I confeſſed the prophaner of Holy things to 
deſerve great puniſhment: but, after due Admonition., 
and ypon his obſttnacy, nor elſe. Yer, I cannor ſee, 
_ the people haye any Authority, to ſentence 
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Tr. Who would you have to doe it ? Who? 


f / ®. B, To ſpeake freely, | would ſubmit my ſelfe tro 
/ 4 ty Ordinary, the Apoſt»licall Biſhop (| or, if you like 


1 
1 | 
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the Latine word better , the Prefidene or Superin- 
tendent: ) for whom | have ſpoken before. And I am 
ready to joyne with you in a Petition, that we may 
have an Apoſtolicall Biſhop ſer over us, as it was in 
practice of the antient Church. 

H. Tou ſtand too much upon the ,praftice of the Antient 


+ Church: come to the Scripture. 


B. 1 am ſorry you value the praftice of the Anti- 
ent Church ſoflictle. Pray, where is your maine 
ſirengrh in Scripture for your Independent or Con- 


 gregationall Churches. 


H. Let ws read the famous Text, Mat.18. 15, 16, 17, 
18,19,20, Out of which Text I frame this Argument: 
If here;be meant by the Church aCongregation from which 
lies no Appeale, then is the Independent Church founded 
upon this Text But here is meant a Congregation (Fc. 
What elſe will you concerve by the Church? 

B. 1 am very iclinable to S. Chryſpſom's interpre- 
ration, who by che Church, underſtands the Elders 
and Rulers of the Chorch, 

H. The word Church is no where ſo taken ina/l the 
Scripture, and thereforc it cannot be ſs taken here : ſhew 
us any place. 

B. It doth not follow: for ſome word may poſſi- 
bly Gignify that in one place , which ir ſignifies no 
Where elſe: and againe there mav be other places, 
though I cannor readily ſhew them : I will conſider 


' of ir. 


H. Ns I dre aſſure you, tis never ſo uſed: and there- 
fore I hope you will yeeld to the wor.!, that we may goe on 
with one conſent in the work of God. 

B. God grant ir, if ithe the Work of God : but 
You have notclear'd it yet. 1 cannot yeild ſto your 
lence for this Reaſon: That ſence of Scripture (con- 

cerning 
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cerning Chorch- government ) which was never re-; 

ceived by the Duttors of the Antient Church, is not, © ; 
the true ſence of Scripture: Bur your ſence of th; - | 
place was never reccived &c: Fl - 

H Stil/, ſtill he declines Scripture, and would lead 
to humane Ordinances. 

B. As for humane Ordinances, I can embrace 
them {o farre as they are not oppoſite to the Scrip-' 
ture: bur now we are upon the Interpretation 
Scripture, | muſt profcſle 1 have been ever bred in 
the Church that requircs all her Miniſters to receive 
the Scripture,as interpreted by the Antient Fathers, 
and to propoſe nothing to the people, contrary to 
what was derived our of the Scripture by them. [am 
not aſhamed of my Mother the Church of England, - 
nor (by Gcds Brace) ever ſhall I. And I doc hear- 
tily warne all that heare mee, to take heed (as they. 
render their Soules ) of departing raſhly from the 
Communion of the ſaid Church. 

W. I thought where we ſhould have you. 

B. You have nie where I have ever been, and 
where [ meane to ahide, tiil [am convinced. Ian 
not unwilling to learne of any one. And pray Mt 
W. tell me, whether you hold nor a Synod of cho- 
ſen men, gathered ont of your Churches, to have au- 
thority over them all? 

W. No authority at all ; ſuch a Synod may be of uſt 
for advice and counſell, not for goverment ,or for the excr- 
cije of any juriſdichon. 

Then as I conceive your modell is very in 
perfe&.,and me thinks your Miniſters in theirſeve- 
rall Congregations Took like fo many little Popes, 
For, the Pope is the Geeat Independent, and will al 
fow of no Appeal irom him, no more will you, 

H. Pray Mr B. quiet the People. 

B. Ihbeſcecch you, good people, Heſecch you at- 
tend with filence and patience. 

Tr, 


mm — — FEY 


— 
——— > 


am—_ — pg 


"re; 

w o 

r 4 © 
Fg 


d uw 


(31) 


TR. Where preſently followes Execution, there can 
he no appeal: But after the ſentence of the Congregation 
geſently followes execution: If he heay not the Church, 
let him (yc. Thereſore from the ſentence of ehe Congrega- 
ga'ion can be no appeale 

B. Well argued: I repeat. Where preſently, (ve. 
anſwer firſt to the major or firſt propofitiou. There 
may be an appeal afrer execution of the ſentence of 
the Congregation. | In your own way may not the 
wronged perſon appeal from you to your lelves ? I 
In the Preſbyterian you know there lyes an appea 
to the Claſſis: bur that I rake not on me to maintain. 
I know no power to excommunicate but Epriſca- 
pall. 

TR. Then it ſeems by you, the Biſhop is the Church 
and the ſole judge of the Congregations, 

B. Not fo neither. Hear 'my Anſwer, I pray, & 
do not you ignorant fellowes laugh at that you do 
not underſtand. The Biſhop is conſidered, cither 
Sole or alone, or as he firs in Cathedra crowned with 
Presbyters. In this latter ſenſe, Ihumbly conceive 
the Biſhop is ( or ought to be |) Governour of the 
Congregations within his Dioceſe: And fuch Biſhops 
we can ſhew innumerable in the ancient Records of 
the Cacholique Church. 1 am very ſorry theſe Gent- 
leweu are ſo i!l read in good Buoks of onr own En- 
liſh Divines, * as to deny a truth ſhruing (> brighe 
upon them Mr TR have you not ſeen che learned 
Thorndike” of the primitive Government- &c. 

TR. We cleave tothe Scripture, and call you to the 


- foreſaid text. Can you ſhew one place where Charch is 


taken for the Biſhap, and his preſbyrers. 

B. Whar if [cannot ? The Authority of the ancient 
Fathers is ſufficient for the pteſent to comend my in » 
terpretation to ſuch as reverence 4nt: /uity Bnc hecaſe 
I would gladly pleaſe you 1 wil :#er another ſenſe 
of the words in queſtion, which will come neer to 

you 
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you, but is not fully yours, Thar is, after the firſt ad-+ | 
monirion by ne, and the ſecond before two or three, © | 
7t is the mind of Chriſt chat a greater number ſhoulg , * , 
be made acquainted with the huſineſſe: rell ir to the? | 
Many for the ſhaming of the offendor, as the Apoſtle z; 
ſomewhere ſpeaks: the words may the more probably | 
be taken in this ſence , becauſe as yet the Uiſciples 
were not ſetled under a Churc'1- government, and ſo , 
there remaining no more to be done, after this ſha- 
ming of the offkeudor before a good number of Fel- | 
low-Chriſtians, i. e. the Church,he was to he hence- | 
forth, till his amendment, accounted as a hearhen, 1 
and might be proſecuted for any off-nce hefore the « 
heathen Tribunalls. Which proſecution was not 
lawfull againſt thoſe. thar would hear the Church. * 
[_ See 1- Cor. 6- | Bur this will do youno pleaſure, - 
nnletle that which followes in the nexr verſe belong 
unto the Cong:egation roo: but that cannot be if 
Chriſt ſpake rhe words to his Apoſtles, and gave the 
keys, and power of binding and loofing to them & 
their ſucceſſors, as I believe he did. Conſider of it, 
See the learned D. Hammond of binding 0s loſing. 

Tv. Give me leave to adde ſomewhat here in con- 
firmation of what was laſt ſaid. Scriptnre.you know 
gives light ro Scripture, Chriſt elſwhere ſaith ro Pe- 
ter thar he would give the Keys to him, Matt. 15.19 
And 7%. 20. 21, 22, 23. he ſpeaketh to his Diſciples 
and thus enſtateth them in that power: *Then ſaid 
*© Jeſs to them again, Peace be unto you, as My Fa- 

** ther hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. And when 
** he had ſaid rhis, he breathed on th-m,and ſaich un- 
** to them, Receive ye the holy Ghoſt, whoſeſoever 
© ſins ye remit, they are remitted unto them, and 
** Whoſcloever fins ye retain, they arc retained: 
theſe are the ſolemn words of ordination. 
+ W.- The words are ſpoken to Peter,and t1 the diſciples 
as they were Chriſtian profeſſors," C and ſo they do belong 
x0 
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ad-' 0 our people ) not as they were appointed by Chriſt to be 
ee, @ Governcurs of bis Church, ; 
ulg,” To. The words figuify a power commirted tv 
me | Hhem, which they uſed as Governows ("tis plain) 
tle and which they left to the Biſhops their Succeſs 
bly ſours. ES 
les. TR. The Apoilles had no ſuceeſſors being guifted with 
lo ag miraculous power. : 
14- B. The apoſtles are to be conſ:dered in two re» 
el- ſpc&s, either as planters of the Churches, and co thar 
c2 purpoſe endued with a miraculous power, to make, 
n, way for, and to give confirwation to the Gelpel 
he or elſe, 3s Governours of the Churches, inveſted 
ot with the ardinary laſting power of ordaining Elders, 
h. * oſbinding and luoſing, and of lerting things in or- 
re, der: herein who were their Succeſlors, you may ſee 
ng if yuu will informe your ſelves in the Dook of bind- 
if ing andloofing, and in the /atin diſſertations againſt 
he Blondellus, Pray take it not ill that we often aflert 
& this: ir js of ſuch concernence,that with this truth 
it, the Miniſters of England muſt either. ſtand or fall, 

We ſpeak not for Biſhops to be Lords of lands,bur 
n- Fathers of the Church. You muſt all wark that, 
W TR. The difference twixt us appears plainly you aye 
e-. for Biſhops, which you call the primitTve Apo,.olicall Bj 
9 ſhyps, and in them you place the power which Chriſt hath 
es left to his Church: We are for the Bodies of Cong-egati- 
id Ons which we ſay are under no ſuperiors neither B7/hops 
a- nor Preslyters , but abſolute and independent 7n 
2 reſpe# of man, and immediately under Jeſus Chriſt. 
n-. . . Cel, 4. Biſhops and Preſbyters are all onein the 
e MNew Teſtament, namely Ads- 20. 17. Paul ſent to E- 
ud pheſus and called the Elders of the Church 765 aptoftu- 
d: Tiessand v. 28. The holy Ghoſt hath made you overſeers 
emacbmesT herefere Preſbyters and Biſhops ave all 


ORC. 
- P. Noble Sr,1 anſwer, Biſhops inthe new Teſt. 
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are alſo called Presbyters, but they are more than! Cc 
thoſe we now call Presbyrers , who are to be ory; 
dained and governed by the Biſhops. Any Presby , bs 
ter may be called Biſhop or Overſeer of Þjis own Pal 
riſh: but thoſe we eminently ſtile Biſhops now,who! n: 
are Biſhops, or Overſcers and Rulers of thoſe Pariſh 
Biſhops or Presbyters. The Presbyters S. Paul ſent! bl 
for from Epheſus were properly Biſhops, pl 
Tr. No, Heare my Argument. The Church of Ephe- 
ſus was butone Congregation. 1 prove it out of Eph. 2. Of 
the two laſt werſes: In whom ( Teſus Chriſt ) all the buil- 
ding fitly framed together (5c. A building fitly framed ts. © 
gether is bat one Congregation:But the Church of Epheſm 7 
wa: a building ftly frame together: Therefore (xc. Ja 
B. To the Major. Not only one fingle Congregz. 
tion, but many united under one Biſhop may be P 
called. And that Epheſus was nota ſingle Inde. ® 
pendent Congregation , hut a Metropolirical| T 
Church, you may learne of the moſt Reverend Pri. 9 
mate D. Vjher, a wan I think of great Authority a. b 
mong you alſo, as among all Scholars , moſt juſtly, | ( 
referre you to his Geographicall Tract, of the Aſian } 
Dioceſe. : 
Tr. Returne to the Text, Mat. 18.v.19. I ſha!! pre . 
It un dcniably, that a ſingle Church hath an independent n 
power. But fir# will you grant mee, that two or three mg *© 
be taken for a ſmall Congregation ? : 
B. Yes 1defire to grant you all Ican, without in- * 
Jury to the Truth. 
Tr. Then thus 1 argue : Where is the Duty and the © 
Bleſſing, there is the Power: But in a ſmall Congreg«tio - 
{ where two or three (5c. | is both the duty and the Bleſ- 
ſing: Therefore there is alſo the Power, namely of Excom- 
munication. | 
B. Where i the duty 9c. You leave our a very ne- 
ceſſary word, Independent. For ſuppoſing that a 
power of Excommunication were in a particular 
"0 Congre- 
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han! Congregation, | cannot grant it is there independent 
or-*v/y, but there may be an Appeal : But did you ever 
by, / heare of an independent Church of two cr three. 
Pa Tr. 7es, there may be a Church of ſo few , and that 
vho! independent. 
riſh B. A private Church, 1 grant, not a pub/ick , ena- 
ene + bled with power of Excommunication, a power fu- 
preme. Lo;you, .here is Popery ina little yolumez: 
phe. an independent, abſolute, ſupreme Church made up 
. 2, Oftwo or three. 
H. Did ycu not grant to Mr Tr. that twoor three may 
tz. be taken for any ſmall numher? now you recall your words, 
"= You know, if there be twenty in a compa ny, we ſometimes 
ſay there be two or three. 
94. B. No indeed, thar's roo farre wide. Let the peo- 
> Plc judge of this, whether any will ſay there be two 
or three, if there be twenty perſons mer in a roome. 
caj1 Two or three, that is, rwenty, ( ſilence | pray.) Bur 
Sir, the words of Chriſt are verified, it there be bur 
barely rwo. And therefore 1 way juſtly think it too 
ſmall a number ro make the Church, mentioned v:; 
17. Ic cannot be for this reaſon. The Church in the 
17.v.is of more authority, and more 1n number, 
then the two or three mentioned in the ſecond ad- 
21 Monition,v.15. But rwo or three v.19,20. are not of 
more authority nor more in number,then the two or 
three mentioned ve 16. Therefore the two or three , 
in. Y- 19,20. are not the tewagethreementioned v. 18. <- 5n++ 
Anſwer this, and you ſhall hold your Supremacy to 
th the Worlds end for mee. 
i'm - #H. Touholdan Appeal from the Church to the Ciuil 
of. Power, which is plain Eraſtianiſme. 
B. Eraſtianiſme? 1 ſhall make it appeare to be 
Chriſtianiſme, But what was Erafts, pray. 
os H. 1 came not here to be Catechized by you. 
a B. Eraſtus was one that denied the power of Ex- 
qr Communication in the Church: which 1 doe nor ur 
—_ debre 
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defire it may come into praQtice upon true Rules If t! 
you would know Eraſtus, ſee the Book of BindinghaC 
and looſing, at large. And noble Sir, you that arc; 
Civil Magiſtrate, let me call you to witnefle , thafi} | 
ſtand herean Advocate truly to plead for the Su-} | 
preame Authority of this Land, and 1 undertake to} * 
ſhew that the Highett powers in the Commonwealth 
have alſo the Higheſt Rule of the Church , and may} / 
receive Appeals from any Chriſtians that complaine 
of wrong in any Congregation whatſoever. | 

Col.A. The Higheſt Powers haply doubt of that Au- 
thority, and forbear to execute any (ch, till they be more 
fully ſatisfied. 

B. Were I worthy, I would requeſt them to 
know their power, and uſe it for the reſtitution of 
Pritnitive Epiſcopacy. They doubr, you ſay ; but: 
Sir, rheſe men flatly deny that Authority of che Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate in matters of Religion, 

H. And how 1 pray doe you prove tt ? 

B- Let every ſoule be ſubject ro the Higher Pow: 
ers. Every wan, faith S. Chryſoſtome , wherher Lay 
or Clergy- | 

Col. A. There is no ſuch diffinffion of Lay ani 
Clergy in the Scripture. All thc Lords people are x,xne@ 


his Portion. | 
B. Sir, you ſay moſt true, that All the Lords peo! 
ple are his Portion, that is, as ſelected and called ou! 
of the World: but his Miniſters are more peculiarl; 
his, as called from among his People , and admitret} 
nearer to him, being Eparated for the Miniſtrarion! 
of Holy things. Bur however, all forts of men, 1 lay,”- 
whether Miniſters or others, muft be ſubject ro the! 
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| Higheſt powers. 


Tr. Tea, in Civil things they muſt be ſubject, not n 
Eceleſiaſticall. The Powers are diſtin#. 

B. They are diſtin in their Obje&s or Marteri 
about which they arc cxegciſed; they are' united = 
t 
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es Ith the ſame Subjes, or perſons that are ſupreame in all 
ding cauſes both ecclefiaſticall and Civill. 


area 


g 


hafl | 
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W. Tou mere wont to pray for the King in that ſtile. 
»B. Yes, when the King was, and now they that 
have the Kingly power may withall aſſume the ſame 
title, if they pleaſe. 

W. By no means, Temporall Governours, power ſpi- 
ritual ? 

B. The power of civil Magiſtrates, in matters of 


! religion, is called Eccleſiaſticall ot ſpirituall in ref- 


pet of the obje# of it , abour which it is conver- 
fant: nor in reſpe&t of the manner of operating 
For the ſupreme powers do nor miniſter in holy 
things: in the word, and ſacraments, and cenſures, 


- burthey take care and provide, that theſe mini- 


ſtrations be rightly and orderly performed: 

H. But how prove you an appeal to be made to the 
higheſt power in a Church-caſle ? 

B St Paul appealedunto Czfar AF. 25,10,17.. 
Tr. Tea but that apeal was in 4 cauſe concerning ſedition. 

B. Hear himſelfe ſpeak, For the reſurreion of 
the dead am I call-d in queſtion, AR, 23, 6, 

W. That was ſaid in pollicy to divide the Phari- 
ſees and Sadduces. 

B. However the Apoſtle ſpake nothing but the 
truch, as appears alſ> by the words of Feitns, A&R. 
23. 19. The queſtion was whether he mighr preach 
Jeſus and the Reſurrection. 

Tr. That Ceſar was Nerv, a heathen tyrant and per- 
ſecutor, a fit man to meddle with religion, 

B. He was, it ſeems, fir for Paul ro appeal unto, 
for want ofa better, and had he acquitred the Apo- 
ſtle,hehad thereby given him a right againſt he fine 
[ Se Grotius of authority concerning this particular 
& the whole matter: ]As for the ſupremacy of Chri- 
ſtian Kings this is one argument: /f the Jewiſh Kings 
had power in matters of retigion then have the Chri- 
ſtian Kings the like power:But the Jewiſh Kings =_ 

CE 0. 


£23) 
.. To. Letme adde ancther Argument out of the, x 
Prophet, concerning the Chriſtian Church : King” ;, 
ſhall be her nurſing Fathers , and Queenes her nur- ® 
ſing Mothers. * (. » 

W. Read out the verſe and you are anſwered: — The 
ſhall bow downe to thee with their faces to the earthQll,, | 
49.23. Here is ſubje&ion rather then ſuperiority, ; 

To. A ſuperiority of Government and Patronage 
is included in the name of Father : but theſe Fathers 
are Sons of the Churcit too jn another ſence , and 
ſahje& to the ſpirituall guides of their ſoules, ſubje- 
&ion and Government may couint rogether in ſeve- 
rall reſpetts. 

B. Will you turne tothe Text in Mat. 18. once 
more, and heare a faire Interpreratjon of it out of , 
the Excellent. Paraphraſt: Tell it to the Church | i. 
ro the Rulers of the Aſſemblies. Verily I ſqy unts you | 
ro you the deſigned fuulers of the Church, and your 
Sycceflors the Biſhops -- 

' H. Emnough,enough, pray wh? 1s your Author there? 
-* B. Regard notſo much, who, as what. No marter 
whoſe rhe words are, if they cleare the Text, This 
Author Mr Tr- ſhews you the true ſence of the next 
verſe concerning two or three. It is the manner of 
Scripture, where ſeverall-things are mentioned , to 
reſume the laſt firſt, and ſo goe back. In this retro- 
radous order, the -Power of the Church which 
* wac lift menticned is ſpoken of v. 18. and then the 
rwo-or three are againe mentioned, which were ſpo- 
ken of v.17. 1 willcleare jc, if you pleaſe, by ſundry 
r4c like paſſages. | See in of Binding and Looſing 
Pag.. 12. &C., x 
W. W-* have enough of you already. I would not goe 
> the dnore ſil to Diſpute with. one, upon whoſ? ſpirit 
[ ſee ſa much of the Pape. 
B, No Gloſter-Hall man would fay ;ſo, bar you, 
And you fay ſo, becauſe you have nothing ei.e to fay, 
| ls | | 1am 
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[ am farre from Popery, and I doubt you are reare 


Kings 'e it, with your Independency. 


" NUr- | 


Col. A. But Praythee, what Author have you there cn 
dhe Text 

B. I'will obey you. It is the great ornament of 
the Engliſh Church, the Learned and pious DoRor 
Hammond. 

W, &c. An Arminan, an Arminian /! | 

To, That's a very indire&t anſwer, when the 
words alleadged tend nor ro Arminianiſme , bntto 
the ſapporr of Chriſtianiſme. 

B. | feared you would caſt ſome aſperſion npon 
this Brave Man, and therefore would have concea- 
led his name, under a blent veneration. But you are 
miſtaken when you think the Dottrine of Univer- 
fall Redemption Arminianiſme. It was the Doctrine 
of the Church of England before Arminius was 
borne. We learne it out of the old Church-Cate- 
chiſme. 1 belreve in Teſas Chriſt, who hath redeemed 
mee and all mankind. And the Church hath learned 
it our of the plaine Scripture , where Chriſt is the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the finnes of the World, 


C. 

Th. God would have all men to be ſaved: There- 
fore Chriſt is the Redeemer of all men. 

Col. A. Paul in that Text to Tim: ſpeaks de generi- 
ribus fingulorum, not de fingulis- generum. 

B S. Paul ſpeaks de fingulss generum: for elſewhere 
it 15 ſaid, Chriſt rafted death for every man. Heb. 2.9. 
a convincing Text. 

W, There js a diſtin#ion of voluntas ſigni, & bene- 
placiti. 

B. If God hath ſignified and revealed to us ,that 
he would have all men to he faved , then it is moſt 
true, that he would have All men tobe faved : Bur 
he hath ſignified &c, He knows not to lye or to diſ- 
ſemble, 4 
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C. I defire to propoſe an Argument in this Queſtion, if ' 


you pleaſe to Anſwer me. «ot 
B. Moſt willingly. You arc a courteous Gentle- þj 

man, of of 
C, If Chriſt died for all men, then ſhall all men be ſe ye. 

ved: But all men ſhall not he ſaved: Therefore — : ye 
B. 1 deny the ſequel of your Major. th 
C. Chriſt cannot faile of his intention : Therefore if 

Chriſt died for all men, all men ſhall be ſaved. of 
B. | deny your Antecedent. <> 
C. To faile of ones intention arg ues imperfettion : But 

you muſt not lay any imper fefion upon Chriſt: — ta 


B. No, by no meanes. Therefore | anſwere. One ' 11 
may faile of his intention two waies: cither by ones 
own fau't, or by the fault of another to whom good is + 
intended. Chriſt failes of his intention, not through 
his own fault,but ours: he is not wanting to us; we, 
we are wanting to onr ſelves. And I beſeech you 
all, deare Chriſtians, take heed of conceiving hard 
thoughts of God and of Chriſt, as if he would the 
death of a ſinner. 

Tr. Godin his eternall Purpoſe hath appointed to ſave 
ſome, and to damne othcrs. 

B. The purpoſe of God is abſo[ute or conditionall: 
God purpoſeth nor the damnation of any abſolutely, 

' hut Conditionally upon his refuſall of the meanes. 
[ And forele&ion, conſider what the Apoſtle faith, 
He hath choſen us in Chriſt, Eph. 1.4. See alſo the ju- 
dicions Mr Hoker's diſtindtion of Gods generall in- 
clination, and his occaſioned Will: [tb.5.S,49. | 

Wherefore Beloved , l charge you againe , Take 
heed, that you think nor ill of God and of Chriſt, 
as if he were not really and fincerely willing you 
ſhould be faved. Heare Chriſt mourning affectio- 
nately over Jeruſalem , How oft would I, and thou 
wouldſt not ! Heare God ſpeaking moſt parhetically 
in the Prophet: As 1 live ſaith the Lord I defire ul _= 

eat: 
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+ eath of a ſinner. Will you not rake his word? Take 
Klee his Oath: As 1 live ſaith the Lord, I defere not the dea:h 
* | ofa ſinner, but that he turne from his way and live. Turne 
eſe | ye, Turne ye why will ye dye, O houſe of Iſrael ! Turne 
; yee, Turne yee: why will ye dye, o ye oppoſers of 
the Truth / 
eif H. Youſee, Brethren, what he is : we have enough 
of him. 1t 1s high time to conclude. Sir, I deſire to con- 
chude all with Prayer. 
But B. Sir, I have anſwered your Objetions, and1 
take my leave of you. For, to your Prayers, I feare, 
ne * Iſhall nut be able to antwer A MEN, 


LO ——_ 
— 
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gh Cr SAW I 

a. Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us , but unto Thy name 
”_ give the Praiſe, for thy Mercy, and for thy Truths 
ſake. 
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hs a, FLIES 
DRL I: SON 
AD DITIONS. 


there be no precept for Epiſcopacy in the, 

New Teſtament, the Apoſtolicall Inftirurioy 
of ir is enovgh ro commend'it ro us. For we har 
not-more to ſhew for the Lords day, then for Epi 
copacy: How then can we maintaine the one, and”, 
aboliſh the other? | 

When the opponent rejeted the Authority.d | 
the Primitive Church, Mr 77. ſaid: you doe the P+ , 
piſts greater ſervice then you are aware , when (6 
feare of Popery you diſclaime the Fathers. 

Col. A. In the Revelation the Lords day is call: 
wuertrh, there is the name, and wee have the prath 
in other places : Holy aſſemblies on the firſt day of 't 
Weeke, 

To. Tree Sir, and ſo mach we have for Epiſcoj: 
cy, as hath heen ſhewed already. | 

B. | remembher well , I have heard the Learn 
DoQor of, the Chaire Dr Pridequr, publikely deci 
ring in the Divinity Schoole, chat he could rx 
prove the oblervation of the Lords day by Divi 
Command, in any place of the New Teft, but <> 
the Apoftolicall praftice and example followed | 
the Church, was ſufficient ro give it a Kind of [ 
vine right Church by plain Grammacicall couſtr 
&ion doth ſignify no other thing then the Lo! 
houfe. From yvewwsyy Kyrc, and by adding letrers 


aſpiration Church, ocler 1.5.13, The like may 
þ 


O: the By, it was ſaid by Mr To. that although 
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AT for Epiſcopacy. | See the great Hugo Groting. of 


Authority Ch. 11. Allo rhe Confideration rouching 


the change of Church-Governmenr.. | 


The Reſpondeut not knowing the moſt eager Di- 
ſpurant among his Opponenrs , craved His name* 1: 
was your Colleague , faith he. B. What I. Wy of 
Gloft. Hall ! you were an early fiudenr im Divinily. | 
remember you'read Dr Prideaux Lectures De Abſotuto 
Decreto (Fc. when you were but a Freſh-man. He 
15 now admoniſhed to ſtudy his Anteceſſor at Tewks- 
bury Mr Geeres Book againſt Separation , entituled : 


urio, Pudicie Eccleſee Anglicane, 
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Another of the Opponents Mr Tyr. asked the Re- 
ſpondenr, whether he did act Preach before. he was 
Ordained: Yes, faid he, once or twice in this Church 
above 20 years ſince, being Mrof Arts, and after 
that Tryall of my ſclfe, | entred: into Orders. Your 
men do not fo. | See Grot. of 4uthoy. p.281. | | 

Mr W. Ar the mention of Chriſtmas was ſtartled 
and cried Popery. Mr B. Anſwered there is no hurt 
in the Word; and for the Ting, the keeping of that 
and other Chriſtian Feſtivalls, we commend the fo- 
ber Chriſtian, ro the Refolurion of the fixt Quzre by 
the eminent Dr Hammond. 
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Queries upon the Covcnant at f 
Winchcombe 1652. by 


I, \ 7 Hether it were not much better and. 
more needfull for the Peole to repent 
their departing from rhe Vow of Bap-| 
tiſme'and from the Orders, and Miniſiry of tha 
Church wherein they were Baprized, then to charge! 
the Worſhip thereof as corrupt, when the corruption 
15 Only in themſelves. | 
2. Whether any Peoplee can have enjoyment of 
all Gods holy ordinances, that have not any Miuiſter 
among them Ordained after the Apoſtolicall man- q 
ner. 
3. Whether Ecclefjaſticll Power be grounded in 
the People and not derived from Chriſt and his A- 
poltles by a ſucceſſion of Church-men, 

4. Whether ir be nor Schiſme to caſt cff obedi. 
ence to the ancient Apoſtolicall Government of the 
Church2And to be of rcheſe new Congregation: , t1 
communicate in Schiſme ? 

5s. Whether Schiſme he nota great crime? whe 
as every Chriſtian is houud upon his Salvation tt 
maintain the Unity of the Church. 

6. Whether any example or patterne of a Con 
gregation, without dependence upon ſome higher Ec 
- -x ona power, can be found in any Age till thi 
laſt? 

7. Whether mutuall Admonition aud all thati 
good in this Covenant may not be praftiſed keep >» 
ing our dependence ſtill on che lawful Guides of tht 
Church ? 

8. Whether they can he ſaid to walke humbly ani 
mnoffenſively toward Al/, that take upon them to con 
demne the whole Church as corrupt, and renounc 
communion With all that joyne notin this Core 


nane ? 
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CEEFISSESSET 


To Myr A. P. 


Deare Sir, 


He Zeale that ſparkles al! over your Let- 

ter of the 26 0&. (which l have now had. 

leafure to read fo ofren, that I can read it 

peifc&tly ) calls for a more particular An» 
ſwer, then I gave you on Munday laſt. Expect only a 
few hrieie notes upon it, till | have the oportunity 
of a friendly meeting. You fay you doe nor find bur ' 
Mr H. proceeded according to what I p:opoſed to 
him. My nore ſhewes that | offered a meeting ar the 
place he would appoynr, in the preſence of ſume dif- 
creer Auditors: Whar place can be nnderſtood , bur 
a private place or houſe, as'l alſo expla ned my felfe 
rt che Baylife ,thar received of me rhe Paper, men- 
tioning his houſe or Mr F's fo that,ir is no receding 
from my offer, but a refuſall of an uncealonable dee 
mand, if | come not among the confuſed multirude. 
Perr/ſe a paſſage in Hookers Preface concerning puba 
lick Conference: or Diſputes, and cunfider whether 
Mr H. his publike meeting will aimir of any ſuch 
Rules, You fay; You are grieved to heare of me as ant 
Oppoſer of Reformation (oe. If you would make ir ap- 
peare to me, that the work at Winchcomb, is a work 
of rrue Reformation , Oh how 'glad ſhould | be ro 
contribute my beſt aid ro it, But I adminiſter tho 


J 
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holy things ( you fay) to Prophane Wretches, the haters | G 
of Godlineſſe, who th e wext houre (c- We confeſle uur ® 1 
eaves to God, miſcrable-and wretched, finners ,bur, | 
ve truſt in his mercy , that he will acceptus (in 
Chriſt) nor weighing our merits, but pardoning Our of- 
Fences, I ſhall uſe the beſt meanes | can , ro find our 
thoſe you characterize, and deale with them accor- 
dingly, bur after all care there may be falſe Profeſſors 
and Revolrers in the trueſt Church. I countenance 
none in their corrupt and looſe waies, but on the 
contrary, ſhew the danger of ſuch looſeneſle, and ex- 
horrunto all Goſpell-Order: nor doe I know any of 
my company that do ſcornefully refuſe it. I am not 
guilty of the bloud of Chriſt,which I highlyhonour; 
and'miniſter to thoſe only thar ſeeme to me to thirſt ? 
afrdr it, and receive it with feare and reverence, af- 
ter profeſſion of Faith and Obedience. Ifby Pre/a- 
trcall, formall, ſuperſtitious uſages, you meane rhoſe de- 
cent Orders and Rites which have been eſtabliſhed 
and vcd in the Church of England, [ have much to 
fay for the Lawfulneſle of them, yet am ready to ſub- 
mfr ro the commands of my Superiors , when th 
ſhall eftabliſh anorher way agreeable ro Gods wins 
F will neither ſhor my eyes againſt the light, nor re- 
vſt rhe ſpiric of Chriſt, for which I daily pray. The 
way of holineſle, I conceive, doth not exclude lan- 
dable Formes and Cuſtomes, which ſerve for edifi- 
cation in holineſſe. Me thinks it is very fit the body 
ſhould a& a part in the ſervice of God with the Youl, 
for hoth are Gods. I had almoſt forgot r4at yon ſay, 
I have no Call to doe what-I doe. If Mr.H. hath as law- >» 
falla Callas 1, Iwill-feek commnnion with him 
the'next dav I know'it. The ont-comers that will 
make uſe of my Miniftry, | cannot deny, ſolong as 
they have no Paſtor that will owne them upon law- 
fllconditions: for the conditions of that ſame new 
Coyenant.are not right im the eyes of yery knowing 
* orderly 
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_ f orderly, and well diſpoſed People» Ir had been, me-- 
our | thinks, a good way to have propoſed rhat Covenant 


ro debate among Neighbouring! Miniſters , before it 
had been 9brruded on the People, under penalty of 
lofte of communion. The excellent Scriptures you 
commend anro mee, [ have confidered,and willgive 
you my ſence of them , when 1 ſee whar deduttions 
you can wake thence againſ{tme.. doe think there 
are as good Preachers, and as holy men of ehat way 
which you call Prelaticall, as are under Heaven: 
quos longs ſequar, 5 veſtigia jemper adore : I ſpeake of 
lewells, Hookers ,Vihers, Halls, Lakes , Andrews; | 
could weary you with names wortny of erernall me- 
mory, Ir is caſy rocall yours the Lord's, ( they rhae. 
are truly ſo honour, not deſpiſe: ) & others a loofey 
dcad-hearted, carnall party+ For my part { judge no# 
wan, but pray that we may all labour ro wake our 
calling ſure, and work our our own falvation: with 
fearc and Trembling. By the Grace of God we ate 
what we are, if chere be any good-in any of us. Thar 
ſpirir of Grace whoſe name ( you ſay) hath been am:ng 
ſome a derided thing ( who have given the occaſion ro 
that derifion 1 will not ſay) is: by all fober perfons 
ever to be nagnified and adored. Without which 
you fay well, | cannot approve my: {elfe a member of ha 
body, much l2ffe a Miniſter of Chrifh: And therefore # 


. pray for that ſpirir, and ( not expecting new'Revelas 


tions) ſtndy.” what is rhe mine. of the ſpirit in the 
Holy Scripture, For the expheation whereof, be- 
cauſe a lare Doftor of ours, harh done more then - a- 
ny in this Age, I commend his-paraphrale ro you on 
the New Teſt:(pecially on ch&Fexrs you cite to me:Re 
defire you ro petuſe { Sine Studio parttum | his Treatiſe 
prefixed concerning theNew Lights; & if you took up« 
on his Expoſition of the Apycalyps, you wilt have: na 
canſc to repenr of your pames.Having mentioned this 
Author, of 'no-leile piety and modeſty, Then Leann+ 

ing 
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30g and judgement, I would gladly know your opi- 4 q 
nion of his Latin Book againſt Blondell, If either © 1 
- Blondell be right for Presbytery, or He for Epiſcopa-, | 
I [ vide ſi vacat, Thornd;k of prim.Gover. cap. ult, of | 
the Right of the Church. | both waies your New- 
Church-way will prove plainely Schiſaaticall. I do 
verily believe the power of Godlinefſe may be up- | 
held without the overthrow of ancient formes. Nor 
can [ be ſo irreverent to our Fore fathers, ever ſince 
the Reformation, much lefſe to all Antiquity, -as to 
Night and condemne, what they either appointed or 
retained. My rule is this: Rites of Religion not eppo- 
fire to Scripture may lowfully be uſed. What ſay you a- 
gainſt it? Have they not alſo ( if they make for Or- 
der and Edification) a real! tendency (in your phraſe) 
to advance Jeſus Chriſt? What tendency to this end 
1s in the conntenancing of Un-ordained Miniſters, 
and in uſurping a Power of Government inthe 
Church, which Chriſt hath depoſited in other 
hands, and in ſetring up ignorant Perſons to be pub- 
lique Orators, Iconfeſſe, Dear Sir, I doe not under- 
ſtand. And my oppoſition againſt ſuch waies, pro- 
ceeds meerely of dury. In which oppoſition 1 ſhall 
carry my ſelfe with all Moderation, approving and 
imitating what is commendable jn the Adverſary, 
while / oppoſe what I can prove to he blameable. 
Him will 7 willingly couferre with , either by my 
eongue or pen, in ſuch manner as I may ſafely doe it: 
bur much rather with your ſelfe, becauſe I conceive 
you are of a ſweerer temper, that I mention not 
parts, Learning. and the like things, which (al- Y 
though wirhotir Grace they are not much to be valu- 
ed, yet ) are very ufefoll and ſabſervient to the work 
of God. Wherein 1 heartily defire to joyne with you 
fo farreas I can, and Thope in whatſhever we be 
differently minded, God will in time reveal even 


that to us. To his gracious direRion and blefling 
1 commend 
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commend you and your labours, praying, that as you 
t are —_— with pretious gifrs of Zeale,Elocution, 
rn es udgement, Meekenefle , ſo you may em- 
b , ploy them wm ro the _ of the Donor,in pro» 
pf. curing the Unity and Tranquillity of his Church, 
|. 


o | Taur ſervant in Chriſt, 
- | Noy.2.1653. 
T C. B. 
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| CONGREGATION 
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SUDELET-CASTLE. 


{ ND now, Beloved, I end with 
a Requeſt to you, in St Peter's 
words: Giving all dilligence, adde 

to your Faith, Vertue; ard to your Verreue, 

Knowledge; and to Knowledge, Tempe- 

| rance; and td Temperance, Patience: and to 

| Patience, Godlinefſe; and to Godlinefle, 

{ Brotherly-kindnefſe; and to Brotherly- kind- 

nefſe, Charity: For if theſe things be.in.you 

and abound, the greateſt obje&ion of our 

Opponents will be then fully anſwered,it 

It be not yet. Let no man ſuffer finne upbn 

his Brother, but let us exhort and admoniſh 

one another, lovingly and faithfully: and let 
the moſt knowing and Zealous among you 
| alliſt che Minifter in the diſcharge of his 
| duty, that no open and notorious liver may pres 


{ume to come with us tothe Holy Table. 
Let 
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Let us pray for a-fetled Publick Difciplif 
but in the meaneglet us fertle our ſelves, a 
keepe as good-ofder as we can: Let us ſhe 
the lincerity of our Religion by our. wut 
all Love, and by oar Mecknefle and Chark 
to our Enemyes:and Calumniators: Ler 
evidence our. having the Spirit, nat by bc 
intruſion into offices not comitredto us; by 
by bringing forth the fruits of the Spit 
Love, Joy, Peace, Long-fuffering and the re 
Finally, Tet gs hoc. be weary. of Welldoiy 
'bnt go on in every good Worke with co 
and-alacrty,' with dur eyes fixed upon He 
wen, ſoſhall the mouch of the Adverſary\| 
ſtopped; and'theLard ſhall open our lipy 
and our mouth:{hall- ſhew forth his prai 
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